Minute 3. Agenda. The proposed agenda was approved. Minute 5. Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (i) ATCC type strain of Helicobacter cinaedi. The origin of ATCC 35683, formerly designated the type strain of H. cinaedi but confirmed by multiple analyses to be an Helicobacter fennelliae strain, and redesignated as such by the ATCC, remained unknown. This was considered to be unacceptable -international culture collection strains should have fully verifiable origins. S. L. W. On agreed to contact the ATCC and ask them to check the origin of ATCC 35683 or withdraw it from sale.
(ii) Validation of inappropriately described taxa. P. Vandamme had checked this procedure. The names of new taxa are effectively published if the descriptions appear in an international, English-language journal. Valid publication of the names of new taxa requires publication in the International Journal of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology, either as a full paper or in a Validation List. The International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes modifications to the International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria (2000) stipulate that the designated type strain of novel species be deposited in each of at least two international culture collections, each situated in different countries. It was noted that the type strains of the species Helicobacter aurati, Helicobacter canadensis and Helicobacter typhlonius had been deposited in the ATCC only. J. G. Fox agreed to send the type strains of H. aurati and H. typhlonius to the CCUG.
(iii) Validation of 'Candidatus' spp. published outside the IJSEM. The taxonomic designation 'Candidatus' had been established to delineate novel taxa that were presently refractory to culture under standard conditions. However, some such taxa were being described in journals other than IJSEM (including some 'Candidatus' Helicobacter spp.) and there is a need to clarify the procedure for the validation of these. P. Vandamme had written to J. P. Euzéby on this matter to seek clarification: no response had yet been received.
(iv) Consultation with subcommittee before valid publication of the names of new taxa. Concern had been expressed previously about descriptions of novel species that were of an inappropriately low standard and significantly divergent from published minimal standards. It had been suggested that requests to validate the names of novel species be scrutinized by subcommittee members to ensure that the descriptions were of a sufficiently high standard. P. Vandamme had raised this issue with the IJSEM Editorial Board, who had stated that approval for such a procedure would have to be given by Aharon Oren, Chair of ICSP. The subcommittee members present agreed to formalize this and P. Vandamme and S. L. W. On agreed to draft a letter to A. Oren to request subcommittee approval of descriptions of novel species of epsilobacteria before valid publication and to circulate them to subcommittee members for approval beforehand.
(v) 'Helicobacter ulmiensis'. A species with this name had been designated in GenBank (AJ007931) but subsequent investigations by P. Vandamme had confirmed the strain to be an incorrectly classified Helicobacter hepaticus isolate. The name had subsequently been corrected in GenBank, although it remained possible to search electronically for the 'ulmiensis' epithet.
Minute 6. Recent developments (i) Novel species. The names of two novel species had been validly published in the IJSEM, namely Sulfurospirillum multivorans and Sulfurospirillum halorespirans. The name Helicobacter cetorum had been effectively published. Unfortunately, neither the subcommittee nor the ICSP had the resources to establish its own dedicated strain collection. We do however continue to emphasize the importance to the wider scientific community of depositing strains in international culture collections to increase the availability of such strains. It was suggested that this statement be lodged at the subcommittees ICSP website and that links to previous subcommittee meeting minutes should also be established if feasible.
Minute 17. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 12 : 45 on 10 September 2003.
